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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ISSUES PEACE STATEMENT 


On February 14, Associated Press carried a dis- 
patch dated Berne, Switzerland, summarizing an ll- 
point analysis of peace problems issued by the 
Geneva office of the World Council of Churches. 
The statement declared that "the hard lessons" of 
this war have increased the realization on the 
part of the churches of the important part they 
must play in international life, but that agree- 
ment is still lacking on concrete steps to be ta- 
ken in some areas. The report was issued as "an 
attempt toclarify the issues for further discus- 
sion.” It summarizes the statements of various 
church bodies and religious leaders throughout 
the world with regard to the peace to come. 


General agreement was noted among the churches 
on the following points: 


1. That the church has a specific task in rela- 
tion to peace making and the creation of an inter- 
national order. Some hold this should be done 
simply by reminding nations of the divine command- 
ments and protesting against their violation, while 
others favor giving supportto concrete proposals. 
2. The fact that the churchisaworldwide fellow- 
ship under one Lord wherein national differences 
are transcended is of itself an important service 
to the cause of world unity. There is lack of a- 
greement as to whether the church should identify 


itself with one side or another in international: 


conflicts. 
3. That the church must preach to all nations 


that Christ is the Lord over all powers. 

4, The churches are agreed that society mst pro- 
vide social security for all, but there is no gen- 
eral agreement on the question of communal owner- 
ship of industries and resources. 


Among other points on which the churches of 
the various lands have not reached complete agree- 
ment is the question whether all nations should 
be asked to cede certain aspects of sovereignty 
to an international authority wder which all na- 
tions would enjoy equal treatment, or whether like 
minded nations should form international associ- 
ations into which "certain other nations” should 
“be received only after they have shown evidence 
that they are ready to fulfill the obligations 
which the association imposes. Discussion is 
still mder way among the churches on the question 
of whether the churches should urge parliamentary 
systems for all nations, on whether post-war world 
organization should compel all regimes to respect 
moral or legal rights, or whether such efforts 
should be limited to reminding member-states of 
these obligations, leaving each to its own devices 
80 long as international peace is not disturbed. 


‘ff 


SOCIAL ACTION NEWSLETTER 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY, EXCEPT AUGUST, BY THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND RURAL WorRK 
THE UNITED CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


PRICE: $1.00 PER YEAR INCLUDES SOCIAL ACTION MAGAZINE 


222 DOWNEY AVENUE 


MARGH 1943 


ARMY DRIES UP CANTEENS AND OFFICERS' CLUBS 


Dramatic corroboration was given to the oft 
made charge that alcohol sabotages national de - 
fense when War Department Circular No. 29, dated 
January 25, 1943, and signed by General George C. 
Marshall, Chief of Staff, ordered that nothing: 
stronger than 3.2% beer shall be sold “upon any 
premises used for military purposes by the United 
States." Thus by a single stroke of the pen the 
Chief of Staff of the Army has removed a growing 
menace to national defense morale and has estab- 
lished by military order in all defense areas the 
condition of affairs that the wets insisted they 
were fighting for all during prohibition days but 
which they conveniently forgot as soon as repeal 
became a fact. General Marshall's circular fur- 
ther forbids the sale of 3.2% beer upon military 
premises within states where state or local laws 
prohibit such sales. The order is based upon the 
Congressional Act of Feb. 2, 1901, which forbids 
the sale of intoxicating liquor in any post ex- 
change, canteen or army transport or upon any prem- 
ises used for military purposes, and to the Act 
of March 22, 1953, specifying that drinks contain- 
ing "not more than 3.2% of alcohol" are not to be 
considered intoxicating. The army is thereby 
brought under the rule of law in regard to liquor 
and no drinks stronger than 3.2% beer can be sold 
on any premises used for military purposes, in- 
cluding officers' clubs and hotels taken. over for 
military training purposes. Nothing in the order 
prohibits the drinking of stronger liquor by of- 
ficers and men outside military areas, afact which 
may operate seriously to increase the problem of 
drinking by men of the armed forces in communities 
adjacent to camps and when they are on legve. 


Following the issuance of this circular, Lieut. 
Col. Alan S. Challman and Major Merrill Moore, of 
the Army Medical Corps, issued astatement urging 
soldiers, in effect, to drink less. While the 
statement does not directly appeal for less drink- 
ing, it does urge that soldiers and civilians a- 
like when drinking choose "tall" drinks plenti- 
fully diluted with charged water "to cushion the 
shock of alcohol on the system," that drinking be 
done slowly, never "straight" or directly from 
the bottle, and only while or after eating, since 
"Food in the stomach - especially butter, cream, 
milk, and meat -slows up the rate at which alco- 
hol is absorbed into the system." These army doc- 
tors also say that the chronic alcoholic is a 
physiologically and psychologically sick man who 
needs to have his self-confidence restored and to 
pe taught things in which he can excell, "whether 
it is doing the manual of arms, playing checkers 
or pitching horseshoes" - which will remove one 
temptation to drink. (see page four) 


RELIGIOUS EMPHASIS WEEK STIRS VANDERBILT CAMPUS 


Religious Emphasis Week, which on many 4 cam- 
pus is just another "week," brought a small-sized 
uproar to the campus of Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville, Tennessee, in mid-January. Vanderbilt, 
which thinks itself as a sort of Harvard-of-the- 
South, has long been the stronghold of economic 
conservatism. Its department af economics has on 
its staff anoutstanding defender of Big Business 
who is in frequent demand for addresses before 
chambers of commerce, manufacturers associations, 
and similar business groups. Faculty members with 
liberal social views have in the past found them- 
selves in difficulty with administrative officials 
and with the board of trustees, though consider- 
able improvement has been noted in recent years. 


The first reverberations came, as might be ex- 
pected, from certain faculty members. Beginning 
while the conference was In sessions, the protest 
came to a head after its close when a petition 
signed by 300-odd students was presented to Chan- 
cellor 0.C.Carmiachel protesting that "disturbing 
social and economic questions” and "highly ques- 
tionable” views had been presented “underthe guise 
of religion." Though none of the speakers were 
named as objects of attack, three major leaders 
were mentioned privately as propagating "dangerous" 
ideas. These were Miss Lucy Randolph Mason, of 
Atlanta, daughterof an Episcopalian minister and 
public relations representative of the CIO, the 
Rev. Joseph Fletcher, dean of the Graduate School 
of Applied Religion, University of Cincinnati, and 
the Rev. Howard McClain, Vanderbilt graduate and 
student at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky. Basis of the protest from 
the signers of the petition seemed to be the fav- 
orable comment given to the program of the CIO 
and the emphasis given to racial issues in the 
conference. 


If the signers of the petition expected their 
protest to be received complacently by their fel- 
low students and by progressive members of the 
faculty they were disappointed. The reaction was 
prompt and emphatic. One member of the School of 
Religion who was prominent in planning the con- 
ference declared that the functionof a university 
is to examine the whole field of human knowledge 
and that anything that affects human life cannot 
be foreign to the seeker after truth. He further 
declared that the speakers were generally con- 
structive and creative in their approach and that 
no person sufficiently mature to be a matriculant 
in a university should have been disturbed ly hav- 
ing his prejudices challenged. It was pointed 
out by students opposing the petition that the 
signers represent only 20 per cent of the student 
body and that the majority found nothing wrong 
with the conference or the speakers. Dr. Francis 
E. McMahon, professor of philosophy at Notre Dame 
University, one of the speakers, denominated the 
conference about asradical "as the College of 
Cardinals or the Anglican House of Bishops." It 
was, he declared, "radical only in the sense that 
it attempted to get at the roots of the crisis 
of the age,... Any religious conference worthy 
of the name must always be 'radical' in this 
REME Gon oc For my part, the crisis of today has 
been produced by political isolationism, econom- 
ic abuses, and spiritual bankruptcy." 


STEAMSHIP COMPANIES MAKING HUGH WAR PROFITS 


The charge that steamship companies are making 
huge war profits that call for investigation by 
the War Shipping Administration was made by Drew 
Pearson in his “Merry-Go-Round” syndicated column 
on January 22 Pearson charged that the Waterman 
Steamship Company sent its old vessel West Kyska, 
valued at $8,139 on a number of voyages to the 
Red Sea between May 1941 and June 1942 at a gross 
income of $325,165 per trip, or approximately 4,- 
000%. He also asserted that the Westerman Steam- 
ship Company bought five vessels from the Maritime 
Commission for a totalof $596,000 and later sold 
five older vessels back to the Commission for $3, 
374,700. The Waterman Company, owner of le ves- 
sels, including the West Kyska, valued at $786,422 
received a gross income of $3,342,669, about 450% 
on individual trips to Red Sea ports carrying sup- 
plies to the British. Among the Waterman ships, 
their value, and their income per trip, are the 
following: Bienville, valued at $16,581, income 
$313,765 per trip; Antinous, $52,272 income $512, 
384; Ipswich, $30,847, income $222,442; Iberville, 
$58,000, income $268,908; Lafayette, $76,346, in- 
come $261,521; Gateway City $24,952, income $162, 
987; Jean Lafitte, $43,039, income $348,667; An- 
drew Jackson, $158,493, income $274,815. All these 
ships are declared to be from 22% 24 years old. 


Earlier promises thatno new millionaries should 
come from this war seem to have been conveniently 
forgotten. Merchant sailors sent to sea in ships 
whose assessed valuation shows them to be unsea- 
worthy cannot be blamed for demanding high wages 
for such service, especially in view of the fact 
that th owners are reaping unconscionable profits 
from the government. Men in the armed services 
who are risking their lives and the civilian pop- 
ulation which is asked to make heroic sacrifices 
on behalf of the war effort should be entitled to 
ask for Congressional investigation of concerns 
suspected of making unfair profits. 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS SENT CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


The 50-odd Disciples of Christ in Civilian Pub- 
lic Service campseach received a year's subscrip- 
tion to Hearthstone, the devotional quarterly pub- 
lished by the Christian Board of Publication as 
a Christmas gift. The gifts were made possible 
by friends and supporters who supplied special 
funds for the purpose. The Young People's Com- 
mittee of the Divisionof Christian Education al- 
so sent a year's subscription to World Call to 
each camp in which Disciples are serving and the 
Christian Board of Publication has made asimilar 
gift of a year's subscription to Christian-Evan- 
gelist Letters received from individuals in camps. 
and from camp directors testify to the apprecia- 
tion with which these gifts were received. 


An increasing mmber of conscientious objectors 
are being given detached service with hospital. 
units and other types of special service. In such: 
cases maintenance andasmall sum of money suffi- 
clent to provide for immediate personal needs is) 
furnished by the institution. Certain other qual-. 
ified individuals are being given an opportunity ’ 
to trainfar post-war reconstruction work through | 


special courses provided in Columbia and Prince-. 
ton Universities. 


ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


Indicative of the growth of reaction that has 
accompanied brightening prospects of United Na- 
tions success in the war is the report of the For- 
eign Policy Association that surveys conducted 
by it indicate public reluctance to accept social 
and economic responsibility involving expenditure 
of American resourcesafter the war. In a United 
Press release dated January 19, Chester H. Rowell, 
editor of the San Francisco Chronicle is quoted 
as saying, "Americans want-to sell goods for mon- 
ey, and will even lend our customers the money to 
buy then at the risk that they may not pay that 
debt in cash. But to let them repay with their 
Own products, goes against the whole habit of 
thinking. It will take far greater shocks than 
we have yet experienced to jar much of the busi- 
ness mind loose from its traditions." Paul B. 
Williams, editorof the Utica Press, said: "There 
is a distinct absence of any evangelical intention 
that the U.S. go about doing good, or act as lady 
bountiful for the whole world.” Ben Cherrington, 
director of the National Opinion Research Center 
in Denver said: "Business men....have little en- 
thusiasm for building a new world, and they hope 
that when the war ends we will land in a spot not 
far from where we started.” Inother words, Amer- 
ican industrialists and business men are in the 
war, partly at least, if the Foreign Policy Asso- 
ciation's survey is correct, to perpetuate the 
Smoot-Hawley tariff and the sort of economic im- 
perialism that we have known in the past. 
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Following hard upon the decisionof the Supreme 
Court upholding the decision of the lower courts 
which found the American Medical Assn. guilty of 
violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law for its 
efforts to throttle a cooperative medical group 
in Washington, announcementis made of the organ- 
ization in New York City of Group Health Cooper- 
ative, Inc., a non-profit medical service corpor- 
ation, enlisting 2500 doctors, representing every 
hospital in the metropolitan area and covering 
all fields of medicine and surgery. Medical care 
will cost approximately et cents per day. Basic 
monthly costs run 80¢ for a single person, $1.50 
for a married couple, and $2. for a family. The 
plan provides physicians and surgeons for opera- 
tions and maternity care, and consultation and 
non-surgical treatment for bed patients in hospi- 
tals. The plan has been approved by the medical 
societies of New York, Kings, & Queens counties. 

Yee 

Within three months after the Japanese Reloca- 
tion Center at Tule Lake, Calif., which like most 
others, was adesert, opened with a population of 
15,000, it was able to supply its own winter's 
needs in potatoes, beets, carrots, & rutabagas, 
and also shipped 150 carloads of vegetables to 
Other centers. The Army Intelligence Division 
selected 40 men for interpreters from the Gila, 
Arizona project. One hundred volunteered. 
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The American Business Men's Research Foundatim, 
1ll W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, has a wide variety 
of leaflets, pamphlets, posters, cartoons, etc., 
dealing with the liquor problem A postcard will 
bring samples. Attention is also called to the 
Dec. 5, 1942, issue of Information Service, pub- 
lished by Federal Council of Churches, 297 Fourth 


Bye ., New York, dealing with the alcohol problen. 
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FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION ENDANGERED 


One of the most important pieces of progres - 
sive social legislation in the ‘history of the U.S. 
is in danger and may be lost unless those who are 
concerned for the welfare of the underprivileged 
take prompt action to prevent it. Vigorous ef- 
forts are being made in Congress either to destroy 
the FSA or to divert it from its present program. 


This is the agency of the federal government 
through which thousands of landless farm tenants 
and sharecroppers have been enabled to better their 
condition. Through one phase of its program many 
thousands of sharecropper farmers have been en- 
abled to escape from semi-peonage to plantation 
owners and their commissaries. These sharecrop- 
pers, both white and Negro, many of them ownin 
neither tools nor teams and without sufficie:. 
cash to finance their own living through the grow- 
ing season, have traditionally been in debt to 
the landowner or the commissary, or to both. It 
has been a part of the tradition, especially in 
the cotton country, to keep them in debt; by high 
interest rates, often unconscionably high prices 
charged for third & fourth grade supplies, and, 
if cotton country lore is to be believed, at times 
by downright dishonesty in accounting. Thus the 
plantation system which grew to opulence on the 
labor of slaves, has been able to perpetuate it- 
self after a fashion by keeping a large section 
of the community away from the land except upon 
terms approximating serfdom. Because the Farm 
Security Administration's program threatens the 
continued existence of this systemit is now under 
attack. 


The FSA has a three-fold program. Mabgistng ae 
has enabled many thousands of these sharecroppers 
to escape from the burden of debts that all but 
bound them to the land. Any sharecropper could 
make application for alow interest government loan 
to pay off debts and rehabilitate himself. With 
the application in hand the BSA aided him in round- 
ing up his total indebtedness, securing, where 
conditions seemed to warrant (many of these ac- 
counts needed the closest scrutiny), reductions 
to conform to justice or the ability of the debtor 
to pay. A loan was then made to the sharecropper 
to enable him to pay his entire indebtedness and 
start anew, owing nobody but the government. 
Second, the land purchase plan. More than 22,000 
farm tenants, carefully chosen after careful in- 
vestigation as to character, ability and likeli- 
hood to succeed, have been enabled to borrow mon- 
ey from the FSA to buy land and equipment. Third, 
the FSA has purchased large tracts of land, some 
times ds much as 10-15,000 acres each, complete 
with modern homes, barns, outbuildings, gardens, 
orchards, etc., to be sold to selected landless 
farmers on long-term, low interest contracts. Some 
experiments have also been made with cooperative 
farm projects and at least, one Japanese reloca- 
tion project is now under way. 


That the FS A isa demonstrated success is 
proved by the unusually low rate of delinquency 
in installment payments. It is not a program in 
which the government gives its money away. The 
FSA is a self-liquidating agency in which every 
dollar loaned will not only be repaid with 5% in- 

(continued on page four) 


ADM. HALSEY DENIES CHARGES AGAINST UNION SEAMEN 


The avidity with which certain newspapers take 
up and circulate stories inimical to labor unions 
ig wll illustrated ty the widely publicized story 
that merchant seamen landing supplies at Guadal- 
canal had refused to unload ships because it was 
Sunday and had laid off until Monday, making it 
necessary for weary fighting mento take over the 
job. The story originated with the Akron (Ohio) 
Beacon-Journal, which quoted unnamed Marines re- 
turning from Guadalcanal as saying that union 
seamen reaching Solomon Island ports had quit 
work on Saturday after working some hours and had 
refused to do any further work wtil Monday and 
that soldiers and marines had turned in and un- 
loaded the ship. Given wide distribution by the 
press associations, the story aroused considera- 
ble resentment throughout the nation. 


Now comes Admiral Halsey, commander of U. S. 
naval forces in the South Pacific, saying that no 
such incident occurred and that merchant seamen 
have never failed in any way to cooperate with 
the fighting forces on Guadalcanal. Under the 
supervision of naval vessels, he said, the crew 
of every vessel reaching Guadalcanal have parti- 
cipated in the unloading. The Navy Department in 
releasing the report stated that Admiral Halsey 
stated "that none of the crews have ever refused 
to discharge its ship's cargo, and the merchant 
seamen's cooperation, efficiency, and courage on 
some occasions in the face of enemy attack have 
won high praise." The ‘smearing' of these heroic 
sailors by the publication of such unverified 
stories is strongly to be condemned. Every right 
thinking person will welcome this effort on the 
partof Adm. Halsey and the Navy Department to cor- 
rect awrong for which they were not responsible. 


TENNESSEE REPEALS POLL TAX LAW 


The state of Tennessee, foreseeing the trend 
of events withreference to the poll tax as a pre- 
requisite for voting, has repealed its poll tax 
law and has enacted instead apermanent registra- 
tion law that gives every citizen of the state an 
equal opportunity to use the ballot. Sponsored 
by Gov. Prentice Cooper and voted by the legisla- 
ture in the face of the stiffest kind of opposi- 
tion by certain rural political bosses, the law 
becomes effective immediately. Notice should also 
be given to the fact that the measure was supported 
by the progressive press of the state. Instead 
of the 50-year-old poll tax law, citizens of Ten- 
nessee will register for voting purposes in their 
respective communities, me registration sufficing 
until achange of residence occurs. Special reg- 
istrations will be held prior to each election to 
permit such persons to perfect their voting status. 


The Nashville Tennessean, commenting editori- 
ally upon the new law says, ; 


"The first political duty of our state is to 
rebuild a majority electorate from among all its 
people. The registration law does not block the 
way. Setting up a system of permanent registra- 
tion, it allows the electorate to grow from day 
to day and from year to year ag the people, the 
right to vote restored, rediscover the satisfac- 
tions and the sovereignty of suffrage." 


FSA ENDANGERED (continued) 

terest, but it has already created new wealth ap- 
proximating the original outlay, not to mention 
the value of increased production; better housed, 
better clothed, and better educated families. 


Under the circumstances it is not difficult to: 
understand why there should be opposition to it! 
from those who have in the past profited from the 
exploitation of these landless people Last year 
a Kansas Congressman was: reported as saying that: 
what farmers need is not more farmers who own 
their own farms, but more farmers who will work 
for other farmers. A very real danger in the pres- 
ent situation is that reactionaries may be able: 
to retain the present organization, depriveit of! 
its present functions and divert it to the task 
of shipping landless farm families to areas where 
there is a shortage of farm labor. This would 
mean that the FSA instead of devoting its ener-— 
gies to lifting tenants and sharecroppers out of! 
poverty, would be aiding in the creation of new 
recruits to the migrant farm labor ranks. 


What can you do? Write now to your two Sena- 
tors and your Congressman urging them to support 
the work of the Tolan Committee (which has power- 
fully supported the FSA) and the Farm Security 
program. Then write Congressmen Adolph J. Sabath 
and Earl C. Michener (House Office Bldg., Washing- 
ton) urging that the reportaf the Tolan Committee 
be reported favorably. Copies of your letters 
sent to Courtenay Dinwiddie, gen'l secy., of the 
National Child Labor Committee, 419-4th Ave. ,NYC 
will be helpful to this group handling this issue 


ARMY DRIES UP CANTEENS (continued) 

Another straw that shows the direction the winc 
is blowing is a letter addressed to civic organ- 
izations, leaders, and law enforcement officials 
of Louisville, Ky, by "Labor's Committee to Com- 
bat Evils in the Alcoholic Beverage Traffic,” urg- 
ing cooperative effort to cleanup the traffic anc 
thus ward off "a concerted move on the part oj 
certain dry forces to again force prohibition up- 
on us." The statement says, "It is generally anc 
nationally conceded that mostd the attacks upon 
the industry result from defective liquor contro. 
systems, distasteful advertising, impracticable 
or inadequate restrictions governing retail out- 
lets, indiscriminate issuance of license and cor- 
rupt political machinery which hampers enforce- 
ment of practical restrictive and regulative mea- 
sures.” Well, that's enough said. Thedrys then- 
selves couldn't have said it better! 


"PRAYERS PERSONAL AND SOCIAL" 


The above is-the title of a new 48-page and 
cover pamphlet by James Myers, Industrial Secre- 
tary of the Federal Council of Churches, that will 
fill a serious need for devotional material ir 
war-time. Some years ago Mr. Myers published é 
booklet entitled, "Prayers for Self and Society’ 
which has had wide distribution and use. The ner 
pamphlet incorporates the best of that publicatior 
with a number of new prayers and meditations a- 
dapted to the tensions of war-time and social un- 
rest. Price: single copy 15¢; 25 copies or more 
8¢ each. From The United Christian Missionary} 
Society, 222 Downey Avenue, Indianapolis, Indians 


